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Abstract; - 
“The Online Public Access Catalogue (OPAC) replaces the traditional card system. In the new system, 

information can be viewed on computers and necessary items can be retrieved instantly from the OPAC system 

in the desired format. Now users can search for information from the OPAC and the nearest website. This 

article explains what an OPAC is, discusses OPAC and Web OPAC technology in libraries, and explains the 

various features, uses, and benefits of Web OPAC”. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 
OPAC (Online Public Access Catalogue) changed the traditional card catalogue system. In the new 

system, data can be spread within computer and then the required entry can be retrieved immediately through 

OPAC system in any format. Now, user can search for information via OPAC and most recently, the internet. 

Keyword searching and Boolean operators have made this feat even easier to find relevant information 

according to our needs 

 

II. OBJECTIVE OF STUDY 
 Find out the Advantage of Card catalogue and OPAC 

 Explore the Disadvantage of card Catalogue and OPAC  

 Examine the Feature of Card catalogue and OPAC  

 Comparative  Study  with Card Catalogue and OPAC  

 

III. CATALOGUE CARD :- 
A card catalog, also called a catalogue, is a way for libraries to organize and keep track of their collections. It 

has a large cabinet with drawers where personal identification cards are stored. Each card represents a book or 

resource in the library. 

Below is a detailed description of the Card Catalogue function: 

Catalogue  Card: Each card is usually made of sturdy paper or cardboard and contains information about a 

particular product. This information usually includes: 

 Author 

 Title 

 Publication information (published, year) 

 Content title 

 Contact Number (used to find items in the website location code) 

 File system: Cards are placed in drawers in the collection. There are generally three types of cards for a 

project: 

 Author: Write the author's name first, then the name and other details. 

 List: List the title first, then the author and other details. More details. 

 Contents: First write the topic, then the author, title and other details. 
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 Search: To find a book, you need to know the author's name, title, or subject. You can then browse the 

relevant drawers alphabetically until you find a matching card. The number on the card will direct you to where 

the book is located in your library. 

 

 
 

IV. ADVANTAGE OF CARD CATALOGUE 
 Card catalogues provided a physical representation of the library's holdings, allowing users to 

physically browse through cards to discover materials. This tactile experience could sometimes help users 

stumble upon resources they might not have found through a digital search. 

 

 Library users, particularly older generations, were accustomed to using card catalogues and found them 

easy to navigate. The system followed well-established classification schemes like the Dewey Decimal 

Classification (DDC) or Library of Congress Classification (LCC), which users could understand with minimal 

instruction. 

 Online systems which require access to computers and internet connectivity, card catalogues did not 

rely on technology. This made them accessible to users who might not have been comfortable with or had access 

to digital systems. 

 Reliability: Card catalogues were not subject to technical failures or network issues. Users could rely 

on them to access information consistently without concerns about system downtime or malfunctions. 

 Visual Organization: Card catalogues offered a visual representation of the library's organization 

system. Users could see how materials were arranged alphabetically by author, title, or subject, making it easier 

for them to understand the library's organizational structure. 

 Legacy Preservation: Many libraries still maintain card catalogues as a historical record of their 

collections. Researchers and historians may find value in accessing these catalogues to understand the evolution 

of library systems and the materials available during different time periods. 

 

V. DISADVANTAGE OF CARD CATALOGUE  
 

 Card catalogues were physically located within the library, requiring users to visit the library in person 

to access the catalogue. This limited accessibility for individuals who were unable to visit the library due to 

distance, mobility issues, or other constraints. 

 Card catalogues occupied a significant amount of physical space within the library. As library 

collections grew, maintaining and expanding card catalogues required additional storage space for the cards and 

cabinets, which could be costly and impractical for some libraries. 

 Browsing  and Searching through card catalogues could be time-consuming, especially for users 

unfamiliar with the library's classification system or searching for materials across multiple categories. Users 

had to physically flip through cards, which could slow down the search process. 

 

 Card catalogues typically provided only basic bibliographic information, such as title, author, and call 

number. Additional details about the materials, such as summaries, tables of contents, or subject headings, were 

often not available on the catalogue cards themselves, requiring users to consult other sources for more 

information. 

 Keeping card catalogues up-to-date required significant manual effort. Adding new materials, 

removing outdated items, or making changes to existing entries involved physically updating or replacing 

catalogue cards, which could be time-consuming and prone to errors. 
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 Maintaining alphabetical order in large card catalogues could be challenging, especially if cards were 

misplaced or misfiled. Users might encounter difficulties finding materials if cards were not properly organized, 

leading to frustration and inefficiency. 

 Card catalogues were susceptible to damage from handling, environmental factors (e.g., humidity, 

pests), or accidents. Cards could become torn, soiled, or lost, compromising the integrity of the catalogue and 

making it difficult for users to access information reliably. 

 

VI. OPAC (ONLINE PUBLIC CATALOGUE CARD)  
 

 
 

VII. Online Public Access Catalogue 
 OPAC stands for Online Public Access Catalogue. It is a library computer system that library users can 

access over the internet or through certain computers in the library. OPAC has replaced traditional catalogues in 

many libraries and provides the following benefits: 

 

 Library users can access the library catalogue remotely from anywhere using the Internet, giving them 

the ability to search for external information, register and manage their accounts. .Library opening hours.  

 

 OPAC provides powerful search capabilities that allow users to search for materials by author, title, 

subject, keyword, ISBN, or other factors. Advanced search options allow users to narrow search terms based on 

specific parameters.  

 OPAC provides detailed information about library materials, including text, tables of contents, 

publication materials and subject lists. This helps users make informed decisions about the information they 

want to borrow.  

 Library users can instantly check available items, including whether items are currently borrowed, 

reserved, or available for loan. This saves time and helps users organize their library visits more efficiently.  

 OPAC allows users to manage their library accounts online, including renewals, holds, viewing loan 

history, and paying fines or fees. This increases user freedom and flexibility.  

OPAC integrates with other library services and resources such as digital collections, online archives, lending 

libraries and electronic databases. This allows users to access various library materials seamlessly.   

 Libraries can customize the appearance and functionality of the OPAC to meet the needs of their users. 

This includes updating the search interface, adding product libraries, and integrating additional features or 

services.  

 

VIII. DISADVANTAGES OF OPACs 
 

 OPACs can be complex systems to manage and operate; Installation, management and troubleshooting 

require expertise. Libraries may need IT staff or resources to keep systems running smoothly.  

 Not all users have access to computers or the Internet, limiting their ability to use the OPAC 

effectively. This can create a digital divide, putting people without technology or digital literacy at a 

disadvantage.  



A Comparative Study of User Search Traditional Catalogue Card and Next-Generation Online .. 

DOI: 10.9790/0050-10030610                                 www.iosrjournals.org                                                 9 |Page 

 Although OPAC offers search functionality, users may encounter limitations when searching, such as 

difficulty understanding Boolean operators or searching in finding the intersection.  

 OPAC relies on accurate cataloguing and metadata practices to ensure the quality and integrity of 

information. Incorrect or missing metadata can make retrieving relevant data difficult and frustrating for users.  

 OPAC may return many search results, making it difficult for users to find relevant information. Users 

need to refine their search or search for more information to find the information they are looking for.  

 OPAC requires an Internet connection to operate effectively. When the connection or network 

connection is unstable, users may experience problems accessing lists or saving information.  

 OPAC collects user information including browsing history and borrowing behavior, raising user 

privacy concerns. Libraries must implement privacy policies and security measures to protect user information 

from unauthorized access or misuse.  

 OPAC can be costly to implement and maintain for libraries, especially for smaller institutions with 

limited budgets. Costs may include software licensing fees, hardware upgrades, staff training and ongoing 

support.  

 Some users, especially older customers or those accustomed to traditional card catalogs, may resist 

switching to OPAC due to ignorance of technology or preference. Record keeping routine.  

 

IX. Catalogue card  and OPAC  
Catalogue card and OPAC book understanding Guiding, teaching and learning in the design, development and 

use of effective library services to provide knowledge and understanding of library materials, enhance user 

experience and support research .  

Catalogue cards are often alphabetical in library catalogues based on various entry points (including author, 

name, and subject). Users can browse the catalogue to identify documents they are interested in and get the 

information needed to find them in the library.  

 

X. Conclusion 
Although catalogues have been replaced by OPAC cataloguing systems such as the Online Public Access 

Catalog (OPAC), they are still an important part of library history and continue to be used in archives and 

special libraries. They are a testament to the organization and accessibility of libraries before the digital age. 
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